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Timeliness in Education

Principal Kobayashi Noriaki
In education, "teaching moments" (timeliness) is important. At school, teachers look at each student, and
plan the type of learning to be implemented. All while considering the appropriate lesson content over the
span of a year, according to the student's stage of development and experience. At our school, foo, based
on school events and what the students have learned so far, we make a yearly curriculum, and create lessons
based on this plan. For class hour units, we place great importance on the timing of teachers' guidance.
Teachers give students assignments aft just right fime according to the readiness of them to learn, and give
them awareness and advice when they are having difficulties
The best results are achieved when a lesson’s subject matter matches the right time for the student's learning.
However, it is very difficult let students learn at the perfect moment, no matter how many fimes we do if,
because it does not always happen, as itis fruly a spontaneous occurrence. However, we are always aiming
to teach at the best possible fime for all students. There is a Zen phrase that expresses exactly this: "Softakudoji".
The term "Sotftakudoji" expresses the situation of a chick making a sound by pecking at the eggshell from
inside. Then the parent bird, hearing the sound, immediately helps the young bird to break the shell by pecking
it. This is the relationship between "peck" and "break". When they cooperate with each other, something new
is born. If the parent bird breaks the eggshell when the chick is not fully grown the results could be tragic. It is
said that one must “look before they leap," but what about in the case of education? This is a real quandary.
To follow this saying, in regards to safety, it is important to create an environment for avoiding danger as early
as possible. While ensuring safety, it is important fo seize the moment when a student becomes interested in
something and takes a step forward to learn and do that thing on their own, and to be there to support that
willingness. This is the meaning of "Sotfakudoji" education. This is what we want to keep in mind, and try our
best to practice.

The 2024 Curriculum at Nanzan Elementary School
* We aim to realize the following for a “Child-Centered Society.”
O Priority of Minato Ward Initiatives  (sx:Priority Initiatives for 2024-25 @: Our School's Initiatives)
% [Enhancement of Education for International Understanding |
@ Utilization of the ESC Program @ Exchange with Embassy @ Understanding Japanese Culture
# [Enhancement of Learning Through the Use of ICT]
@ Utilization of Tablets @ Generative Al Implementation Guidance
O Athletic events (Sports Day) heldinfall  Thisis the last year for parent-child lunches during Sports Day(the school
grounds will be turfed starting in academic year 2025.)
O Rotations of three School Events (School Performance, Art Exhibition, and Music Concert)
©The use of indoor shoes will be discontinued.
In the gym, students will use white, easy-to-wear gym shoes.
-If students come to school wearing rain boots, they will change into gym shoes.
©Saturday classes will be open to the public to allow everyone to observe classes.

In response to the 2024 Noto Peninsula earthquake disaster in Ishikawa Prefecture, the Representative
Committee called for fundraising activities from January 29 to 31. We would like fo express our deepest
sympathies to all those affected by the Noto Peninsula earthquake.




Growing Strong and Healthy

Japanese Language Division

The first writing of a Japanese character after
the New Year is called "kakizome." Each grade
brought home a written sample and papers as an
assignment for the winter break. How did the
students practice writing af the beginning of the
New Year at home?

On January 11t (Thu) and 12% (Fri), our school
held a New Year's calligraphy event, where first
and second graders wrote with hard pencils in
their classrooms, and third through sixth graders
wrote with brushes on broadsheets in the gym. The
students were so focused that the only sounds
were the pencils and brushes moving in the quiet
atmosphere as they wrote each character with all
their hearts. We were pleased that the students
were able to become familiar with this event af
the beginning of the year with a fresh and new
spirit.

We hope that students will grow strong and be
filled with energy this year, just as they showed with
the strokes of the hard pencils and soft brushes.

Career Education
Head of Career Guidance

Career education is defined as "education that promotes career development by fostering the abilities and
attitudes necessary to provide a foundation for each individual's social and occupational independence.”

In elementary schools, these abilities are nurtured in daily school life through human relations, special activities,
and through studies in each subject. At the beginning and end of each school year and each semester, we
create opportunities for students to think about what they can do and what they are good af, and to think about
their dreams, goals, and what they would like to be able to do.

We also use the "Career Passport” to set individual goals and then to reflect on
these. Students deepen their self-understanding by using them in class activities,
depending on their grade, they may draw a picture of themselves, or write
about their strengths. One of the opportunities for each student to learn through
career education is to develop aspirations that transcend their grade level.
Interacting with various grade levels through by being involved in the tatewari
groups, and by demonstrating leadership to lower grades through cooperation
between the kindergarten and elementary school.

February Schedule of Events|

5 (Mon) Committee 20 (Tue) New G1 Explanatory Meeting
9 (Fri) School Research Presentation, 28 (Wed) Kaniji Perfect Test
5 Period Day 29 (Thu) Keisan Perfect Test
14 (Wed) Club (G3 Observation)
15 (Thu) G1 Gathering to Enjoy French Cuisine

X The February evacuation drill will be held unannounced.

\February Goal\

Find Good Qualities in Everyone




