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Knowledge and Experience

Thank you to the many parents who came to our recent Open School. We are very happy that you
were able to see how the students are doing at school. We displayed their works in the classrooms and
hallways, and we heard many comments from parents such as, “Very good!", "You did a beautiful job."
Seeing the students' happy faces in response to those comments left a lasting impression on me. | am
sure you have heard stories from your child at home, but | believe it is also very important for you to
actually see how they are in school and the works they create. |, myself, have been delighted to falk
with students, parents, and community members and feel more and more that Nanzan Elementary
School is wonderful place.

In addition to classroom instruction, schools engage in many other academic activities. In May alone,
1st and 2nd graders had a safety class on prevention of being kidnapped, 3rd and 4th graders had a
safety class on how to ride a bicycle safely, 5th graders had a rice planting experience and art
appreciation, 6th graders had a tax class and went to Hakone for their school trip. The students had the
opportunity to learn from highly specialized instructors, and they also were able to go outside of the
school themselves for various activities. Opportunities to be taught by highly specialized people and to
actually have hands-on experiences fo gain knowledge will help deepen their understanding of what
they are learning. Humans are more likely to remember things when they are stimulated by more than
one of the five senses (sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch). We should value visual information such
as photos and videos and auditory information such as sounds, as well as olfactory information such as
smells and tactile information such as touch. Writing letters is also said o be memorable because of the
visual information of the shape of the letters as well as the tactile information of the pressure of the writing
utensil. Although there are individual differences and it is not always possible to make a blanket
statement, it is important for elementary school students to be exposed to a variety of stimuli during their
developmental stage.

The town exploration and other activities that we have already conducted were valuable learning
opportunities, but Nanzan Elementary School has a very blessed environment, and we would like to value
academic activities that make the most of this environment. On the other hand, it is also frue that these
activities place an even greater burden on the teaching staff than usual in terms of prior meetings,
coordination and preparation, and setting up a system for leading the children on the day of the
activities. Realistically, we would like to confinue to develop the children's abilities by relating various
educational activities while taking into consideration various balances.

Now, the Tokyo Board of Education has designated June as “Fureai Month" (Bullying Prevention Month).
Bullying is an inexcusable act that violates the human rights of others. In order for students to feel safe
and enjoy their school life, in accordance with the “*Basic Bullying Prevention Policy” (also posted on our
website), our school's teachers and staff members recognize the good qualities of students in their daily
communication and teach them the importance of each individual and of themselves and others, while
enhancing their sense of self-esteem. At the same time, the school strives to prevent bullying, detect it
early, and respond to it early by paying aftention to changes in each student's life while also utilizing
monthly school life questionnaires and interviews with the school counselor for all students. If necessary,
we will also collaborate not only within the school but also with the Board of Education, the police, and
other relevant agencies. Above all, we will communicate with parents and guardians fo nurture the rich
spirit of the students.

In elementary school, we will nurture the fundamentals of knowledge and skills, social skills such as
cooperation and a sense of norms, and a healthy body, including basic lifestyle habits, so that students
will be able to live independently in society in the future. The school will work hand in hand with families
and the community for the healthy growth of students both mentally and physically, and we ask for your
continued understanding and cooperation in this endeavor.



Nanzan's Uniqueness: International Understanding Education
Head of International Studies

The global environment surrounding Japan today is changing rapidly. In fact, in our daily lives, we probably have more and more
opportunities to come info contact with people from other countries who have different cultures and lifestyles, or to go abroad
and come info contact with various different cultures. Education for international understanding is an educational activity that
aims to cultivate the foundation of attitudes and abilities considered necessary to actindependently from a global perspective in
a globalized society.

The three key perspectives in promoting education for international understanding are the qualities and abilities to coexist with
different cultures, the establishment of one's self, and the ability to communicate.

Since 2002, Minato City elementary schools have been implementing English language activities as part of their international
understanding education. Based on this, all schools have added “International Studies” into their curricula since the 2007 school
year, and native English feachers (NT) have been assigned to each school to cultivate the foundation of practical communication
skills in English.

In addition to the above, Nanzan Elementary School uses “Nanzan Style” as the basis upon which lessons are created to help
promote international education in each subject area, moral education, special activities, and infegrated learning time. The entire
school is committed to creating classes that “think,” “expand,” and “deepen” through rules to study, interaction, board work, and
notebooks. In addition, Nanzan is positioned to take advantage of the local area, an intemnational class (English Support Course)
has been established and implemented from the first grade of the 2009 school year. The infernational class is characterized by the
fact that both Japanese and non-Japanese children are enrolled, allowing both sides to be exposed to diverse cultures and values.

We hope that each child will be able to play an active role as an independent individual in an internationalized society.

Teaching to Make Students Say “I've Got [1!”

Teacher of Mathematics

In grades 3-6, two classes are divided into three courses to provide small-group instruction by proficiency level in math. Math is
said to be a subject that builds on itself, and if students do not have a firm grasp of what they need to learn, they will not be able
to learn smoothly from one lesson to the next. In addition, the difficulty level of the contentincreases with the grade level. Therefore,
the number of students in each class is smaller than the number of students in the classroom, and the learning process is tailored
to each student's individual learning situation. The homeroom teacher and the math teacher in charge of small groups discuss the
progress of learning and the aim of the unit, and work together to achieve a common understanding of the subject matter.

Before the start of a unit of study, a confirmation test of previously studied content is administered to gauge each student's level
of understanding. Based on the results, homeroom teachers and math teacher discuss and decide on each student's course of
study. There are three courses: basic, standard, and advanced. Each course is the same in content, with the only difference being
the learning methods and procedures. There are no higher or lower ranks in each course. All courses are evaluated by the same
test af the end of each unit. This learning style is aimed at reaching the common goal of “ensuring that each student understands
what he or she has learned.”

Our schoolis based on this concept, and we are conducting small-group instruction by proficiency level in the math classes on
a daily basis. We ask for your understanding and cooperation.

June Events Calendar]

3 (Mon) Water Caravan (G4) 19(Wed) Kokoro Gekijo (G6)
20(Thu) Waste Water Lesson (G4)
4 (Tue) Ball Throwing Lesson (G1,3,5) 22(Sat) Open Morals Lesson and Lecture
Onaka Genki Lesson (G3)
7(Fri) Physical Aptitude Test 25(Mon) Social Studies Field Trip (G3)
10(Mon) Greeting Campaign unfil 27 (Thu) 26(Wed) Club
Evac. drill smoke inhalation (G2,4) 28(Fri) Greeting Campaign Make-up Day
17(Mon) Pool Instruction Starts Tatewari Nakayoshi Assembly
June Goal

Find Good Qualities in Others (Fureai Month)




