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The Start of a New Academic Year
Principal Tsuyoshi Imamura

To all new students, congratulations on your entrance to Nanzan, and to all new second to sixth
graders, congratulations on your advancement to the next grade. To the parents, | sincerely
congratulate you on your child's entrance and advancement to the next grade.

This is my second year at Nanzan Elementary. Looking back on the past year, | had truly wonderful
experiences alongside the bright and lively students, the warm parents who support the school, and
the local community. They made my fime here truly special. It is often said that when a school
changes, the way things are done also changes, and indeed, | have had many first-time
experiences at Nanzan. This year, | hope to make the most of these experiences and enhance the
academic activities even further.

This year will bring many changes compared to previous years. The guidelines from Minato City
include: @ The entrance ceremony will be held in the afternoon for elementary schools. @ A pre-
class system will be introduced for first graders. @ The second term will have a two-day reduction
in length. @ Partial subsidies for school supplies and academic materials. & Changes to the
emergency email system. At Nanzan Elementary, we also have changes such as @O The
outsourcing of the custodians. @ The re-turfing of the school yard. Of course, as with every year,
there have also been staff changes. Some of the staff who were greatly appreciated, have left
Nanzan Elementary, and we have welcomed new faculty members. Despite these many changes,
we will continue to uphold the good traditions of Nanzan Elementary while adjusting our academic
activities to suit the current realities.

One of our academic goals is to develop “Children who think things through and do not give up.”
The phrase “Think things through” is often said not only to children but also to adults. However, it is
probably easier said than done. For example, if the language is too difficult, issues arise before one
can even begin to start considering the problem. In order to “think,” a certain amount of
“knowledge” is required as a prerequisite. By connecting “knowledge” with other “knowledge,”
one can begin to think. In this process, it is important to know how to connect knowledge and how
to think, otherwise, progress is be difficult. Therefore, at the elementary school level, we focus on
helping students acquire “knowledge” such as letters and words, and then progressively engage
them in activities where they connect and apply that knowledge. To deepen this *knowledge” and
the “thinking” activities, we will also have them accumulate “experiences.” It is important to build
up a cycle of acquiring knowledge, engaging in thinking activities, and deepening that through
experiences. Moreover, when activities like committees, school events, and the overall educational
activities are well coordinated, the educational effects are greatly enhanced.

Nanzan Elementary School has a fortunate academic environment. Since its founding in 1877 (the
9th year of the Meiji era), it has a history and tradition of nearly 150 years. Through the Meiji, Taisho,
Showa, Heisei, and Reiwa eras, we have established Special Support Classes, Step Classes, and
English Support classes, and so a diverse group of students can study together. Nanzan Kindergarten
is also located on the same premises, and active exchanges are taking place. We also receive
considerable support from families and the local community.

Taking full advantage of this academic environment, we will continue to strive this year toward
our goal of making “every child grow through learning at Nanzan.” We are grateful for your
confinued understanding and cooperation with our academic activities. We look forward to your
support again this year.
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